Editorial
An editor's tasks are not easy and you could well ask why
anyone should take on such a job. Certainly editing a
journal is not a smooth path towards fame and fortune, or
for that matter to anywhere. But it is a way of assisting in
the all important process of communication between
specialists, academics, lay persons and the interested
community. This volume of the journal illustrates that the
Australian Society for Historical Archaeology has many
messages to communicate. Some of those words are
transmitted in the Newsletter which all members receive
while more detailed and thoughtful contributions are
placed within the covers of the journal. In this issue of the
journal are articles on cottages, saltworks, butchering
practices, organization of space, lime kilns and
considerations of the state of historical archaeology.
Most, if not all of these papers, indicate that work has only
begun in these realms of inquiry and that much remains to
be done.
It is our intention to continue to define the parameters of
what is historical archaeology by presenting as broad aforum
as possible. There is so much to be done in publishing
historical archaeology that it is difficult to know where to
start. One of the more readily apparent sources which needs
to be presented to a wider audience are the contents of
unpublished consultant reports. How much material lies in
these reports is all but impossible to ascertain. We all know
that at times it is difficult to obtain studies undertaken by
consultants. Certainly it should be possible, and the
editorship welcomes it, for consultants and academics
involved in contract work to present the kernels of their work
in article form for publication in this journal. Under the
editorship of Professor Graham E. COME&, the journal
actively sought articles by novices and provided assistance
to bring those contributions into a polished state. This policy
continues particularly with respect to consultant reports
which would lend themselves to publication as well as
articles developed by students and professionals in fields
closely allied to historical archaeology.

This eighth edition of the journal is the second volume
to be nurtured by the once new co-editors and editorial
committee. Circumstances have led to this work being
produced by the Canberra based firm of Brolga Press. It
is anticipated that the next issue of the journal will follow
closely on the heels of this volume as now there are
sufficient papers in process to make up the next issue.
However, we do need articles for subsequent volumes.
The editorial burden has been diminished considerably by
sharing the task between co-editors and having a
supportive committee as well as well-informed colleagues
willing to make cogent review comments. We would like
to thank Mary Casey, Tony Lowe and particularly thank
Katrina Proust for performing the difficult task of editorial
assistant for this issue as well as the preceding volume.
We have new Reviews Editors in Dr Peter Bell, of the
South Australia Department of Environment and Land
Management, and Dr Aedeen Cremin, of the University of
Sydney. We thank Dr Mike Pearson of the Australian
Heritage Commission for his long and valued contribution
as Reviews Editor. A good review is something to be
encouraged and treasured. It has its place in documenting
the development of our thoughts and can be referred to by
students and scholars in the future as an indication of the
impact which a contribution has made on the profession.
Do keep in mind that we are seeking reviews and need the
assistance of the readership in accomplishing that task.
Again, our thanks to Dr Pearson for his many years of
support and hard work.
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