REVIEWS
H. du Cros and L. Smith (eds), Women in Archaeology: A
Feminist Critique, Occasional Papers in Prehistory No. 23,
Department of Prehistory, Research School of Pacific
Studies, Australian National University, Canberra,
Australia, 1993; pp.xxii, 263, $30.00.
ISBN 0 7315 1542 O.
In the introduction to this collection of conference papers,
editor Lauraj ane Smith recounts the disturbing story of an
influential male 'archaeologist who once stated at a
conference on Australian stone artefacts that 'if we wished
to locate women in the archaeological record we should
look for simple stone tools', while men 'would be
identified by the more complex and technically advanced
tools'. Although this outrageous, androcentric
interpretation of the archaeological record was 'largely
accepted by the audience', it had the positive effect of
galvanising Hilary du Cros and Laurajane Smith into
organising the first Women in Archaeology conference
which was held at Charles Sturt University, Albury, in
Fe bruary 1991.
The first Australian conference was not an isolated event
in the history of feminist archaeology, but in keeping with
feminist counterparts in Scandinavia, North America and
the United Kingdom who have been organising similar
conferences from the early 1980s to the present day. The
proceedings of the Australian conference serve as
testimony to the contribution of a noteworthy group of
feminist scholars to critical thought relating to feminism
and gender studies in archaeology. It also triggered a
movement in archaeology in Australia which has
subsequently seen the establishment of the Australian
Women in Archaeology Association (AWINAA) in 1994,
the growth of a network of feminist archaeology reading
groups around Australia and the continuation of
conferences dedicated to feminist issues and the study of
gender in archaeology. The second Women in
Archaeology conference was held at the University of New
England in July 1993 (conference proceedings now in
press), and the third conference will be held at Women's
College, University of Sydney, on 3-5 February 1995.
The publication is neatly balanced at beginning and end
with a foreword and epilogue by two great women of
Australian archaeology: Isabel McBryde and Betty
Meehan. The 1991 conference also attracted three of the
big names in North American feminist archaeology: Meg
Conkey, Joan Gero and Alison Wylie who participated as
keynote speakers. The collection is well-organised into
seven parts: parts I-V discuss the contributions of feminist
theory and gender to the study of archaeology, while parts
VI- VII examine issues of concern to women in the
archaeological workplace. However, the editors
emphasise that one of the underlying messages of the book
is that the two issues are intertwined and inseparable
(p.xix).
Papers in part I by Conkey, Roberts, Bird, Gero, Parslow
and Gorman strip the epistemology of the discipline back
to the bone by first dismantling the androcentric biases of
archaeological knowledge and 'facts', then looking at
what feminist theory has to offer archaeologies of gender,
and archaeology in general. Roberts' paper is particularly
thought-provoking as it questions the effectiveness of

borrowing theoretical frameworks such as social theory
and the category of gender from the social sciences and
applying them to archaeology, and challenges us to
develop an archaeology 'which takes into account, and can
look critically at, theories of human action and which
allows archaeological data to challenge existing theories
of society, not merely reproduce them' (p.20).
Part II shows the powerful effect that gender
stereotyping has had on interpretation of the
archaeological record. Wylie begins by positioning the
papers in relation to feminist research in the social and life
sciences for the last two decades, yet her over-complex
and dense language does little to whet the reader's appetite
for the papers she introduces. Balme and Beck challenge
the traditional constructs of the gender division of labour,
while Moser presents a detailed, illustrated expose of
gender stereotyping in pictorial reconstructions of human
origins. Russell not only challenges androcentric
interpretations of the Mother-Goddess, but questions the
political use of Mother-Goddess figurines by New Age
ecofeminists. Donlon shows that there is an inherent bias
towards males in the sexing of Aboriginal skeletal remains
in Australian collections, and Ellender uses current
Aboriginal ethnographic parallels to interpret the social
and personal status of an Aboriginal female burial at
Springfield Gorge Cave in Victoria.
Part III contains a diverse cross-section of gender case
studies in prehistoric and historical archaeology which
again challenge the dominant masculinist paradigm:
McKell questions the hunter/gatherer gender division in
Aboriginal archaeology; Birmingham presents evidence of
how female and male Tasmanian Aborigines reacted to
white notions of acceptable gender roles; Lydon shows the
importance of sewing as archaeological evidence of
concepts of 'femininity' in colonial New South Wales;
Frankel uses examples from Bronze Age Cyprus to
challenge notions of what is trivial or important in
interpretations of gender-roles in archaeology; finally,
Spriggs uses historical and ethnographic evidence to
quantify the relative labour of females and males in
agricultural production in prehistoric Vanuatu.
Part IV contains just two papers on gender and art
studies. Conroy uses evidence of female figurines from the
Upper Palaeolithic of the Russian Plain to argue that the
emergence of gender is linked to the emergence of
language. Claire Smith's ethnographic study of
contemporary Western Desert Aboriginal acrylic painting
shows that individual female and male artists choose to
emphasise particular motifs in their arts in order to
negotiate gender and power relationships.
Parts V, VI and VII deal with the personal experiences
of women archaeologists who face the everyday problems
of operating according to feminist principles in
masculinist working environments of Cultural Resource
Management (CRM) and academia. Buckley points out
that CRM in Australia is dominated by women and
consequently is thought to be women's work', and
therefore marginalised. Hope and Clarke present
viewpoints formed by their personal career experiences as
CRM managers as testimony to the ghettoisation of CRM
in the profession. Bickford and Johnston list a number of
high-profile historic sites in Australia to argue that 'all
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sites are women's historic sites' and that evidence of their
presence has simply been neglected. Laurajane Smith
emphasises the importance of feminist archaeology in site
interpretation and presentation because CRM is the vital
link between the archaeologist and the public.
Papers by Truscott and Smith, Goulding, Buckley and
Brennan in Part VI provide the 'hard facts' which support
the previous assertions that equity in employment still
does not exist in the archaeological workplace. Cusack and
Campbell address the problems faced by female
post-graduate students in archaeology in Australia.
Unfortunately the situation is not any better for women
archaeologists in academia. In Part VII Wylie reports that
affirmative action initiatives in the North America have
done little to improve the 'opportunities for employment,
advancement, and equitable compensation' of women in
what she calls the 'Chilly Climate' of the academic
workplace. With a few exceptions, the majority of women
remain in low-level and temporary positions. On the
positive side, du Cros' account of the careers of Elsie
Bramell and Elizabeth Kennedy shows that the NSW
public service directives which discouraged married
women from pursuing careers in archaeology no longer
exist. With four women professors of archaeology in
Australian universities in the 1990s (McBryde, Meehan,
Bowdler and Birmingham) we have certainly come a long
way, but few would argue that there is no room for
improvement, especially among the lower ranks.
As with any edited collection of conference papers,
some are better than others, and some will undoubtedly be
more appealing to some readers than others, depending on
interests and expertise; ultimately the reader will be the
judge. Nevertheless, this collection is an important
contribution to the archaeological scholarship. Not only is
it evidence of the contribution of Australian scholars to
current archaeological theory, method and workplace
issues, but also a clear statement of the impact which
feminism is making in the i 990s, not only to the discipline
of archaeology, but on all aspects of Australian society and
culture in general.
For this reason it is a shame that this volume, like so
many other proceedings from feminist conferences, will
receive limited distribution, simply because the collection
is published by an in-house university press. So far I have
not seen one copy in bookstores, either feminist or
scholarly, and it is certainly not easy for. overseas scholars
to obtain a copy. This in itself is an important issue: as
long as feminist archaeologists, (not only in Australia, but
North America and the UK as well) continue to rely on
in-house university presses with limited parochial
markets, feminist archaeology will remain marginal to
mainstream academic discourse, when, ironically, the
expressed aim of such volumes and conferences is to make
it central to the debate.
Louise Zarmati
Prehistoric and Historical Archaeology
University of Sydney
E. Rolls, Sojourners: The epic story Of China's
centuries-old relationship with Australia, University of
Queensland Press, St Lucia, 1992; pp. xii, 531, $49.95
(cloth). ISBN 0 7022 2478 2 .
P. Wegars (ed), Hidden Heritage: HistoricalArchaeology
of the Overseas Chinese, Baywood Publishing Company,
Amityville, New York, 1993; pp.xxvi, 430, US$44.95
(cloth). ISBN 0 89503 095 O.
One of the more remarkable adventures in the recent
history of human migration was the great exodus from
southern China in the nineteenth century of hundreds of
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thousands of people who dispersed around the shores of
the Pacific basin, and then in most cases returned home
within a few years. Those events are surprisingly cryptic
in the historical record because they were poorly
documented at the time, and we rely on archaeological
investigation for much of our information. These books
both deal with that adventure and the evidence for it in
very different ways.
For a generation now many people have awaited Eric
Rolls' masterwork on the Chinese in Australia.
Twenty-four years of effort and a number of
Commonwealth grants have resulted in a highly readable
book which quickly attracted favourable comment from
newspaper reviewers around the country. But it is very
disappointing as history.
Despite its ambitious subtitle, which implies insight into
the many questions about 'China's centuries-old
relationship with Australia', the book offers no shred of
new evidence to suggest that there was Chinese contact
with Australia before 1788. The only evidence for contact
is found in fleeting and ambiguous references in Chinese
chronicles beginning with the voyages of Zheng He or
Cheng Ho in the fifteenth century, and in a few equally
enigmatic artefact finds in Australia. Rolls contributes
nothing of consequence to the treatment this evidence
received many years ago in work published by John
Mulvaney, Wang Gung-wu, John Wade and others.
There follows a lengthy account of the Chinese in
Australia to the year 1888, which is to be followed by a
second volume taking up the story from that year. The
book's great length is in part the result of digressions into
topics as various as Cornish mining practices, bungled
executions in London and the modern heroin trade. Rolls
has written mostly from documentary sources, but gives
some first-hand descriptions of Chinese settlement sites,
generally without much insight into the evidence to be
found there. Little use has been made of published
research or available archaeological expertise to interpret
such places.
Much of the book seems to have been written a long time
ago, for Rolls is oblivious to most of the research that has
been done in the last ten years. The Palmer goldfield in
North Queensland is a good case study to test the book's
credentials. More than 20,000 Chinese rushed the field in
the l870s, numerically overwhelming the European
miners and colonial administrators to establish a Chinese
majority society which survived for about three years
before collapsing under the weight of discriminatory
legislation, declining gold yield and concomitant
malnutrition, disease and civil disorder. The social and
political ramifications of this episode have been studied in
Noreen Kirkman's thesis of 1984, complemented by
archaeological surveys of parts of the goldfield by Ian Jack
in 1982, Gillian Alfredson in 1988, Gordon Grimwade in
1990, and Jillian Comber and Janice Wegner in 1992.
Surely if something new and exciting can be said about the
Chinese in nineteenth-century Australia, it can be said
here.
Of all this recent work on the Palmer, only Kirkman's,
written eight years earlier, is cited in Rolls' bibliography
(with the title wrong). There is no indication in the text of
the book that he ever read it. Instead Rolls' principal
source for the Palmer is the wretched book River of Gold
by journalist Hector Holthouse, published in 1967 and
long since utterly discredited as a historical account. Rolls
has fallen for the whole fabrication, gratuitously quo ting
Holthouse's prospectors talking in music hall Irish (' Sure'
An' it's a river 0' gold we've got there') and introducing
us to the notorious Cooktown prostitute Palmer Kate, 'a
tough little redhead' who existed only in Hector

Holthouse's imagination. Thrown in with varying degrees
of relevance to the Chinese are the apocryphal Smithfield
cyclone, lynching threats, the Lukinville riots, the rubbish
about Christy Palmerston, all familiar to Holthouse's
readers. Finally we get round to the cannibalism stories.
Rolls trots out the old myths, telling us yet again that
'the Aborigines preferred Chinese flesh to European
because it was less salty and not so strong in taste'.
Statements of this kind derive from Victorian propaganda,
and have been perpetuated by a long tradition of redneck
racism. One would expect a reasonably intelligent modern
author to recognise that they are not only culturally
offensi ve, but also biologically improbable and totally
lacking in historical foundation. No single credible case
of cannibalism was ever reported in North Queensland;
perhaps recognising a problem with the evidence, Rolls
mumbles that these stories are 'probably true'. Then he
suddenly recalls that an Aboriginal informant who died in
Cairns in 1964 'remembered tasting Chinese flesh'. He
does not state where, when or in what circumstances he
came by this information, which dates from some years
before his research commenced.
Let's think about it for a moment. Someone who died in
1964 was possibly born eighty years earlier in 1884, and
started remembering things like the taste of food at about
the age of ten in say 1894 at the earliest. All but a handful
of Chinese (and Aborigines) were gone from the Palmer
fifteen years before that; the celebrated episode of
inter-racial violence for which the goldfield is
remembered was all but over by 1880. What exactly is
Rolls trying to tell us by recycling this second or
third-hand anecdote of dubious provenance? What
possible motive can he have other than a very
old-fashioned desire to shock his audience?
It would be nice to say that this treatment of the Palmer
is not typical of Sojourners' approach, but unfortunately
it is. Where events in the other colonies are treated more
sensibly, it is probably because there are less sensational
secondary accounts to draw on there. Historical events,
legends, folklore and outright lies are combined
indiscriminately throughou t the book, and it is difficult to
distinguish them, because the book is not footnoted. In
Rolls' words, 'it would take more than a year to do so (and
I would rather get on with other writing) and because it
would increase the book's great thickness'. If the book is
intended to be a serious contribution to the subject, it
might have treated its audience with the basic courtesy
expected of every undergraduate in writing an essay.
In condoning such arrogance the publisher was no doubt
aiming at the 'general reader', whoever that is, but in
doing so has made Sojourners opaque to future
scholarship; a research dead-end. Indeed, the broader
effect of the book will be to retard research into the
Chinese in Australia. No publisher in the small pond of the
Australian market will back such an ambitious book on the
same topic for years, on the grounds that Rolls has
comprehensi vely covered the topic. Regrettably, he has
done nothing of the kind.
Rolls is morbidly preoccupied with negative
stereotypes; there is a chapter each on the topics of opium,
gambling and leprosy. (It would be considered perverse if
a general history of Europeans in Australia devoted a
chapter each to beer, horse racing and smallpox). There
are issues here both of proportion and of evidence: while
these things played a part in the story of the overseas
Chinese, there are problems in coming to terms with their
significance through predominantly hostile European
sources. Rolls looks to modern China for references to
nineteenth-century ways of life, and provides some useful
insights. There is a wonderful chapter about the joy of

eating Chinese food, although it seems to be in the wrong
book. In thirty-three pages mostly describing the author's
own gustatory experiences, there are three paragraphs
mentioning Chinese diet on the goldfields.
There is almost no contribution to the book from the rich
oral tradition of the modern Chinese Australian
community. Why did Rolls not talk to the Ah Toys of Pine
Creek or the Wing Ons of Cairns? The Chinese who went
to the northeastern Tasmanian tinfields in the 1870s,
whose descendants still live there and were mining tin
within living memory, are virtually ignored, despite the
existence of Helen Vivian's fine study of 1985. Rolls
mentions a few placenames in the district, then simply
gives an account of hydraulic tin mining as it was practised
everyWhere. There are tens of thousands of people in
Australia who are descended from nineteenth-century
Chinese immigrants, but they have not contributed much
to Sojourners. This is yet another European view of the
Chinese experience in Australia.
Rolls would no doubt respond to much of this criticism
by saying that the book is a personal literary excursion,
not history. That might be an apt rejoinder, except that
unfortunately the book will be mistaken by many readers
for history, and decades from now we will find its
'historical' opinions still being quoted as authoritative,
when in fact they are not. One cannot evade the charge of
having written bad history by saying that the book was not
intended as history at all; this is a case where results matter
more than intentions. It's not the colour of the cat that
matters, but whether it catches mice.
Priscilla Wegars' Hidden Heritage on the other hand
demonstrates the state of the art in the archaeological
study of an ethnic minority. For some years the University
of Idaho has been establishing a pre-eminent position in
archaeological studies of sites occupied by the overseas
Chinese. This is a crisp and authoritative volume of
fourteen papers by seven teen au thors, presenting the
results of research throughout the 1980s. Thirteen of the
chapters describe sites in the United States, the other, by
Neville Ritchie, is from New Zealand. Where are the
papers from Canada, Malaysia and the Philippines? The
answer presumably is that the work has not been done
there, or the results are not yet forthcoming. It is a
comment on the state of the archaeological art in Australia
that despite the copious work which has been done on
Chinese sites as part of impact studies in recent years,
no-one has contributed anything of substance to this book.
Hidden Heritage is divided into five parts, the first of
which deals with rural sites. A paper by Darby Stapp on
documentary records is followed by three case studies
from Idaho. The second part is concerned principally with
consumer artefacts on a number of urban sites, including
Sacramenta and El Paso. There are valuable studies of
bones, bottles, and ceramics. Part three, entitled 'Work
and Leisure', describes a fish cannery community on the
Columbia River, a chapter by editor Priscilla Wegars deals
with the archaeological evidence for the presence of
women in Chinese settlements, and there is an excellent
study of opium smoking equipment. Every site study in the
book provides points of close comparison and useful
in sights into Chinese sites in Australia.
Part four, on analytical teChniques, consists of two short
chapters on chemical analysis of Asian ceramics. Part five
has two chapters on 'Comparative and Theoretical
Studies'. One of the longer chapters in the book is Neville
Ritchie's study of Chinese dwellings on the Otago
goldfield, providing the fullest account in existence of the
forms and construction methods of Chinese goldfield
habitations from documentary and archaeological
evidence, suggesting some points of contrast with
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European dwelling sites, and evaluating the relative
contributions of cultural and environmental influences.
A concluding chapter by Roberta Greenwood is a
summary of what is known about the archaeology of the
overseas Chinese, and a plea for better pooling of
information, bigger data bases, publication of more
student theses and consultants' reports. Her advice on
future directions can be adopted in Australia without
changing a word. It is clear that in Australia research is
being done and that reports are being written on Chinese
sites, but most of it vanishes into clients' filing cabinets.
We do not have adequate mechanisms at present for
publishing more than a fraction of it, or even learning of
its existence.
Hidden Heritage achieves a comprehensive overview of
present archaeological methodology and knowledge of the
topic, both documentary and site-based. The papers are
diligent and thorough, and ingenious use is made of
quantitative data in the characteristic style of American
archaeology. By looking beyond the shores of North
America, Wegars has also taken a first step towards a
unified study of the Chinese throughout the Pacific basin.
The editing and presentation of the book are exemplary;
Hidden Heritage is an impressive addition to Baywood's
excellent series of archaeological monographs.
It is apt that these books should both come on the market
within a few weeks, for together they tell us something
about the state of historical writing in this country.
Sojourners is an archaic book, a return to the lazy days of
the gentlemen scholars who gave us self-indulgent
opinions and called it history. Hidden Heritage is the sharp
cutting edge of the archaeological discipline, slicing away
myths and folklore to expose the past in ways that stand
up to critical scrutiny. The message for Australian
historians, archaeologists and publishers is very clear, and
rather embarrassing.
Since this review was written, a major conference on the
history of the Chinese in Australasia was held in
Melbourne in October 1993. This remarkable event
brought together about 120 academic, consulting and
amateur historians, sociologists, linguists and
archaeologists, as well as family and local historians, both
Chinese and European, and greatly advanced the study of
all matters to do with the history of the Chinese in the
region. The proceedings of the conference are to be
published, and interested readers should contact Paul
Macgregor, Curator, Chinese Museum, 22 Cohen Place,
Melbourne 3000, Australia, telephone (03) 662 2888.
Peter Bell
State Heritage Branch
South Australia
R.T. Ridley, The Eagle and the Spade: Archaeology of
Rome during the Napoleonic era 1809-1814, Cambridge
University Press, 1992; $160.00. ISBN 0 521401917.
Before the instalment of a smart new train to Ostiense, for
the World Cup in 1990, new arrivals at Rome's Leonardo
da Vinci airport were taken by bus to Termini Railway
Station, past the Pyramid of Cestius, the Palace of
Domitian on the Palatine, the Colosseum and the Roman
Forum. First sights of Rome (and if flying from Australia
this was often at about 7am) consisted of spectacular views
of the remains of these ancient structures, leaving you with
little doubt that you had truly arrived at this famous
ancient capital.
Ronald T. Ridley sets out to expose the details of the
French activity during their occupation of Rome
(1809-14), which played a large part in making it possible
for us to view these remains today.
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There are four main chapters to his book. The first deals
with the history of Rome's ancient monuments, from the
fifth century A.D. until the arrival of the French at the
beginning of the nineteenth century. Here Ridley outlines
the transformation of many of these buildings into
churches, fortresses and quarries for lime and building
materials. He presents subsequent papal legislation in the
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries which sought to protect
them, and then their role in seventeenth- and
eighteenth-century concern for the 'appreciation of the
city's magnificence among foreign nations', making
reference to the eighteenth-century realisation of the
contribution to learning that such remains might have.
Many secondary sources are used, producing anecdotal
evidence to emphasise trends and to highlight the
inadequacies of protection measures.
With his interest in what Ridley calls the archaeology of
Rome, he sees this activity as inconsequential compared
with the French achievement, with which he sets out to
enlighten the reader for the next 200 pages. Chapter two
consists of a chronological breakdown of that French
activity, the essence of which was apparently the gathering
up of sculptural material, and the removal of later
buildings and accumulated soils to expose and then restore
the structures of Rome's classical antiquity. Using,
principally, archival information he gives details on the
commissions set up to instigate and control this activity,
the personalities involved and the organisation of the
work. Much space is concentrated on the people employed,
the working conditions, the equipment used and the funds
required. As one wades through this administrative detail,
one sometimes catches glimpses of what Rome may have
looked like at the time and what were the actual aims of
this activity. Basically, while Ridley makes mention of a
nine-page fascicule of plans, sections and views of this
activity which was to appear every four months, and the
dearth of 'valuable works of art' exposed during these
procedures, these aims are largely political. The
overriding concerns of the administration were to make
Rome the 'second city of the Napoleonic empire', to
produce gardens and promenades through ancient
buildings and to provide work for the Roman poor, despite
the fact that many probably lost their dwellings during this
clearing activity.
Chapter three tells the same story but from a different
angle. These 123 pages isolate individual monuments, in
no obviously apparent order, giving the dates and
procedures of their clearances and restoration, the rates of
pay and the numbers of workmen involved, and the amQunt
of soil being removed and where it was removed to. Ridley
seems to be writing for those who are familiar with these
buildings as no overall plan of Rome is provided and few
references are given to the locations of specific structures.
In chapter four (pp.217-37) Ridley deals with, for the
first time, the discoveries made during the excavations and
their interpretation, i.e. with what I would call the
archaeology. The debate between the architects, Pi etro
Bianchi and Lorenzo Re on the one hand and Carlo Fe,
antiquarian and scholar, on the other, concerning the
structure and function of the Colosseum give us a small
taste of archaeolo gical concerns and methodologies of the
early nineteenth century. The involvement of the pres sin
such a debate gives us some comprehension of the part that
art and learning played in the lives of the Roman and, !Dore
generally, the European public. But this is all we see of
the scholarship of the period.
In the prologue (pp. xix) Ridley referred to the Fre~ch
activity as 'the beginning of archaeology in Rome'. rhis
reference follows on from a statement to the effect that the
French undertook the first 'systematic excavation ~md

restoration of the main classical remains of the city'. After
reading the book I was left with the impression that Ridley
believes these two statements to be synonymous. Save for
the interesting' great Colosseum debate' there is almost no
indication that any intellectual thought was involved in the
French activity. And one should also note that those
involved in this debate were actually the Italians. While
we must indeed be grateful to the French regime for the
remarkable preservation of classical Roman buildings, this
book suggests that the political and economic motivations
of this activity left no room for archaeology. Can this be
true?
In my opinion this book is principally about the
practicalities of French cultural resource management
during their occupation in Rome. It was with great
disappointment that I learnt nothing about the significance
of this activity to the history of archaeology and material
culture studies. Is there a lesson to be learnt here? Are
today's increasing concerns for cultural resource
management; computerised excavation recording
methods; preservation of the material remnants of our past
(whether for political or cultural reasons); and
presentation of those remnants for the public, causing
neglect of the intellectual output resulting from the
investigation of material culture?
Penelope M. Allison
Prehistoric and Historical Archaeology
University of Sydney
1. Scollar, A. Tabbagh, A. Hesse and 1. Herzog,
Archaeological prospecting and remote sensing,
Cambridge University Press, 1990; pp.xv, 674, 314 figs
and plates, 13 tables, $270.00. ISBN 0 52132050 X.

Archaeological prospecting and remote sensing is one
of the very few books on the application of geophysical
techniques to archaeolo gy. Written by a multi-disciplinary
and truly international team comprising an archaeologist
(Scollar), two geophysicists (Hesse and Tabbagh) and an
applied mathematician (Herzog), the book summarises the
work of nearly four decades of research and, as such,
represents a crystallisation of the respective authors'
philosophy on, and experience in, the utility of
geophysical methods to archaeological problems.
According to the Preface, the book's goal is 'to present
a systematic outline of the physical and mathematical
principles lying at the roots of most currently employed
methods' for those 'younger archaeologists whose
training in mathematics and physical science permits them
to profit from its content'. Prospective readers are thus
warned at the very outset. The treatment is not at a level
any archaeologist with only a modicum of mathematics
and physics could cope with. The book presupposes a
sound background in both sciences and its readers are soon
made aware of it. The presentation is divided into ten
chapters of more or less equal length, each of which has a
prologue that provides the respective authors' perspective
on their subjects. A bibliography, given as 'Notes', at the
end of each chapter lists additional readings. In as far as
the division of authorship is concerned: Scollar conceived
the book and wrote five chapters, Tabbagh two, with Hesse
and Herzog one each. Scollar and Tabbagh jointly
authored the remaining chapter.
In a brief introductory Chapter I, Scollar provides a
concise justification of the need to utilise both passive and
active prospecting techniques for detection and mapping
of otherwise invisible archaeological sites. In Chapter 2,
written by Scollar and Tabbagh, the physical properties of
soils are briefly described to provide fundamental
information relevant to an understanding of data obtained
by the prospecting techniques. The following eight

chapters are concerned with the theory and practice of the
most frequently used prospecting methods, all of these
initially derived from methods used in geophysical
prospecting, conventional aerial surveying and remote
sensing.
Chapter 3, 'Aerial photography', written by Scollar,
leads with the evolution of aerial archaeology and follows
with a discussion of Crawford's early pioneering work as
well as addressing some technical matters pertinent to the
topic. The chapter, one of the longest in the book (95
pages) is indicative of Scollar's considerable experience
in the application of aerial photography to archaeology,
seen by him as the 'classical passive technique par
excellence '.
Digital image processing is dealt with by Scollar in
Chapter 4, 'Archaeological image enhancement'. In
addition to some photographic preliminaries beyond that
discussed in the previous chapter, the author reviews the
mathematics of image analysis before discussing the range
of image processing techniques. While he readily admits
that many of the techniques discussed herein can be used
without full knowledge of the underlying mathematics
'understanding the mathematical basis of these techniques
provides much deeper insight'. Deeper indeed. As
previously mentioned, this is not for the faint-hearted.
Crucial techniques of digital image processing, separated
by Scollar into point operations, spatial operations,
transform operations and pseudocoloring are thoroughly
discussed and supported with some useful examples of
'before' and 'after' imagery. The chapter is rounded off
by a discussion of some practical considerations in image
processing, namely the computational feasibility, order of
operations, and storage reduction.
In spite of all the clearly defined image processing
algorithms, this reviewer considers it unlikely that any
archaeologist would contemplate implementing them in a
particular application as there are now many relatively
inexpensive image processing software packages readily
available for the PC.
The subject matter of Chapter 5 is photogrammetry.
Herzog, an applied mathematician, treats a geometric
transformation from a central perspective projection into
orthogonal as a classical problem of mathematics to any
physical system, i.e. determine and describe the
components involved, and then mathematically express
the relationships between them. The chapter includes
consideration of photo geometry , two and three
dimensional conformal coordinate transformations as well
as the derivations and use of both the collinearity and
coplanarity conditions for relative and absolute
orientations. Some semi-rigorous methods are also
included in this chapter. Herzog also correctly highlights
the value of orthophotography as an alternative to the
conventional line map for quickly produced small scale
coverage of areas of interest.
The remaining five chapters comprising approximately
half of the book deal with the application of other
frequently used methods of geophysical prospecting to
archaeology. The authors discuss active techniques,
namely 'Resistivity prospecting' (Chapter 6) and
'Electromagnetic prospecting' (Chapter 9) as well as
passive techniques 'Magnetic properties of:. soils',
'Magnetic prospecting' (Chapters 7, 8) and 'Thermal
prospecting' (Chapter 10). The chapters are indicative of
their authors' respective experiences. Thus Hesse' s
contribution is fittingly concerned with earth resistivity,
Scollar's with magnetic prospecting, and Tabbagh' s with
electromagnetic and thermal prospecting. The chapters are
liberally reinforced with illustrations and tabulated data.
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The quality of writing is, as one would expect, high and
errors are few.
To sum up, the authors have compressed into this book
a great efficiency of information not available on this
subject in a single publication previously. It seems a pity
that at its price it will remain a book for institutional
libraries and departments.
Michael Zeman
School of Surveying
University of South Australia
R. I. Jack and A. Cremin, Australia's Age ofIron: History
and Archaeology, Oxford University Press, 1994; pp. 175,
$39.95. ISBN 0 424 00158 6
Australia's Age ofIron is a wonderful addition to the body
of work on Australia's industrial past, discussing eight of
the pioneering iron smelting works.
The current debate about Australia's economic future
characterises our economic past as being based on
exporting wool and minerals and not processing raw
materials (or elaborately transferring them as the jargon
has it). Australia's Age of Iron is a powerful statement
about the struggles, difficulties and above all sheer
optimism in establishing the simplest of the iron
processing industries.
If, as the authors point out, the iron furnace is a stomach
that needs regular feeding, it is a stomach that needs not
only raw material but also capital and above all optimism.
When Britain in the l870s produced as much pig iron as
the rest of Europe and the USA it seems optimistic to
embark on iron smelting in Australia at all. How could
Australia compete with the economics of scale? The
answer is that they couldn't. Capital soon ran out but the
optimism didn't.
The Fitzroy furnace at Mittagong, for example, was
started in 1848 and struggled on until 1877 successively
relieving various owners and investors of their capital but
not the dreams of a successful iron smelting operation to
produce local iron. William Sanford at Lithgow almost
succeeded only to run out of capital and see Charles
Hoskins go on to make a success of iron smelting there.
The Age ofIron documents these struggles by surveying
most of the early blast furnace sites in Australia. The sites
discussed are the Fitzroy Ironworks, the three furnaces on
the Tamar in northern Tasmania, the Lal Lal blast furnace
near Ballarat, Mount Jagged in South Australia, the
'forgotten' furnace at Bogolong and of course Lithgow.
For all this book's good points I felt that it raised
questions about the context of iron smelting's
development. Was all this enthusiasm just for iron
smelting? Why did people look to places such as Lal Lal
to become the 'new Birmingham'? There are fragmentary
answers to these questions in the book but I felt some form
of summary on the broader context of the development of
Australian manufacturing might have been useful.
However this does not really detract from the good
points of Australia's Age of Iron. The authors manage to
comprehensively discuss each site, seamlessly mixing
archaeology and history into an entertaining narrative
description of the sites.
The text is well supported by the maps, plans, clear
photographs and a pleasing layout. I have already used this
book as a sort of tourist guide to inspect the Mittagong site
and my companion - an anatomist - found the text
refreshingly accessible. All this is a credit to the authors
and Oxford University Press.
Too often Industrial Archaeology is presented in a
manner that is dull and boring, off-putting to anyone but
the obsessive. Australia's Age of Iron is interesting and
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reminds us of the richness of the past once the cliches of
the present are put aside. Congratulations.
lain Stuart
Prehistoric and Historical Archaeology
University of Sydney
S. Kenderdine, Historic Shipping on the River Murray: a
guide to the terrestrial and submerged archaeological
sites in South Australia, State Heritage Branch,
Department of Environment and Land Management, South
Australia, 1993; pp.xxii, 334, illustrated. ISBN 0 7308
26902.
In a field where one becomes accustomed to waiting,
sometimes in vain and frequently for years, for the
published results of fieldwork investigations it is a distinct
pleasure to see such a promptly produced work as this. It
is heartening to know that occasionally the combination of
enthusiasm and drive on the part of a consultant
archaeologist can be reciprocated with effective support
and action from a government agency in order to produce
a report a short time after the completion of the field
program.
Historic Shipping on the River Murray has extended the
primarily historical, and wholly unsubmerged, inventory
of the heritage of the River Murray conducted by Dallwicz
and Marsden in 1984, adding to and building on the
existing data as well as providing a new perspective. Much
of the report consists of a datab ase listing of the terrestrial
and submerged archaeological sites of the South
Australian section of the River Murray which provides
locational information, historical data, significance
assessment and management recommendations. This
database is useful in itself and in this context Bill Jeffery' s
comment in the foreword about the report's value as a
technical reference source is particularly apt. Fortunately,
in addition, there is also enough contextual material in the
report to allow the reader to place the history of River
Murray shipping within its technological and
socio-cultural setting.
Chapter eight is the chapter which archaeologis ts and
people involved in cultural resource management should
read. Kenderdine makes relevant comments about
incorporating shipwreck sites and other heritage sites into
the concept of the 'cultural landscape' . She points 0 ut that
'partly submerged wreck sites' are both 'monuments in
decay' and 'reminders of the failure of the [river] trade'
(p.313). Therefore these sites can be read in the terms of
the natural and cultural processes of deterioration which
have acted, and continue to act, on them; the idea being
that there is a changing, rather than a static, cultural
landscape. That the cultural landscape will continue to
change over time is a useful reminder to those invol ved in
the 'preservation' and management of heritage.
Another interesting point which the author makes is that
'coordinated tristate planning is essential fDr the
successful interpretation and protection of Cllltural
material'. Consequently it is encouraging to see tll.at the
NSW Department of Planning together with the Historical
and Maritime Archaeological Unit in Victoria have
followed up with an inventory of sites in the NSWlVi ctoria
section of the River Murray. However, this comment could
be usefully extended to the disparate, and sometimes
divergent, approaches to cultural resource manag~ment
taken by the different states under the umbrella of the
'National Historic Shipwrecks Program'.
Within this general context one of the signi:ticant
problems which this report raises is the placement of
shipwrecks on the Register of the National Estat e - a
question which Australia's maritime archaeologists and
the Australian Heritage Commission have failed to come

to terms with during the past decade. It was not the place
of this report to address this complex national problem but
it does illustrate the divergent approaches in the various
states between the application of historic shipwrecks
legislation and the nomination of wreck sites to the
Register of the National Estate. Furthermore it is
interesting to note that the author has recommended the
use of a 50-year rolling date in line with the NSW Heritage
Act rather than the 75-year rolling date recently
proclaimed for the Commonwealth Historic Shipwrecks
Act. providing yet another example of the same basic
problem of inconsistency within the bureaucracies.
Generally the presentation of the report is good, with a
soft card cover, and it is printed on recycled paper. The
front cover is made more appealing by the presence of a
photograph, particularly one which highlights the human
dimension by including some of the people who lived and
worked on paddle steamers in the River Murray. The
report is extensively illustrated with photos, graphs, maps,
tables and other figures - most of the images are good but
some of the photos have lost clarity in the reproduction
process. One minor comment on style is that perhaps the
list of figures could have usefully been divided into
separate lists of maps, photographs and figures.
While on the question of presentation, the report would
have benefited from proof reading by a good editor to
eliminate some of the more obvious typographical errors
which are an unfortunate distraction throughout. This
might also have helped to eliminate some of the
inconsistent use of terminology such as N arrung Ferry
Landing (p.77), Jervois former Ferry Landing (p.84) and
Former Thomsons Landing, Swanport (p.85).
Overall the report is a useful addition to the ever
expanding inventory of the nation's cultural heritage.
Furthermore the broader perspective taken in this report
may go some way towards changing the opinions of those
who see maritime archaeology as a separate, and
frequently irrelevant, adjunct to mainstream archaeology
and history in this country.
Mark Staniforth
Flinders University
R. Raxworthy, The Unreasonable Man: The life and works
of J.J.c. Bradfield, Hale & Iremonger, Sydney, 1989;
pp.15l, illustrations.
ISBN 0 86806 344 4.

Everyone knows Bradfield's work; few know anything of
the man himself or the background to his achievements.
He used to recall a schoolteacher who impressed on him
that 'there were two classes of people in the world,
donkeys and donkey-dri vers, and it rested with themselves
to which class they should belong'. He took the lesson to
heart.
The son of an Ipswich (Qld) brickmaker, he was
educated at local state schools then by scholarship to
Ipswich Grammar and Sydney University. He joined the
NSW Public Works Department as a graduate engineer in
1891 and rose through the ranks until his retirement in
1933 as Chief Engineer of the Sydney Harbour Bridge.
Over 42 years Bradfield worked on the full gamut of
public utilities, all touched on in this book: bridges and
ferries, dams and irrigation schemes, sewerage and
stormwater, roads, railways and tramways and, of course,
the Sydney Harbour Bridge and city railway for which he
is most remembered. At the same time, through his official
duties and his professional activities, he tirelessly
promoted his own visions for modernising Sydney's
transport, both road and rail - visions which went far
beyond the bridge and railway as built.

At 66 he started in private practice, and remained active
in the profession almost until his death at 76. His last
vision was his biggest: an Inland Irrigation Scheme that
would tap the water of Queensland's coastal rivers.
This was clearly a talented and determined person, and
Raxworthy does him justice. He details the bureaucratic
context to Bradfield's career - seemingly endless
permutations of departmental reshuffles, Commissions
and Inquiries, and petty politicking over a confusion of
options for Sydney's improvement ('The Railway
Commissioners were thoroughly dissatisfied ... They
realised that if a tram tunnel went under the harbour first,
they were unlikely to get the suburban railways electrified
for many years .. .'). Through these sho als Bradfield
steered his ambitious schemes with skill and stamina - in
the gestation of the bridge his role as a lobbyist wise in the
ways of the bureaucracy was probably as important as his
role as an engineer.
Raxworthy's approach is detailed and chronological, his
focus on information rather than analysis of motives.
Detailed information about the Public Works Department
is appropriately leavened by brief pointers to the social
context of the times: depression and distress in the 1890s
(machines stood idle so that workers on relief could crush
road metal by hand); plague in Sydney in 1900 and the
consequent turning of attention to 'city improvements' in
the early 1900s; war; depression again, so that many of the
bridge workers laid off in 1933 found no work in their
trades until 1940.
The result is an excellent sourcebook (Significant
Sites... , the sixth book in the Public Works Dept series of
which this is the fifth, provides a more analytical
approach). There is a fair scattering of engineering details
and human interest anecdotes, but the main interest of the
book is its information about the history of the Public
Works Department and the history of town planning
generally. And, of course, the story of the Sydney Harbour
Bridge and city railway, which occupies half the book.
Raxworthy gives a detailed account of the bridge
construction; the politics of the bridge - country versus
city, the lobbying of north shore real estate interests, the
controversy surrounding the imposition of a special rate are touched on only briefly. We may forget today how
massive and far-reaching the project was. It was not just a
bridge but, equally important to the subsequent shape of
Sydney, 1Okm of new railway and the electrification of the
complete suburban railway system. Bradfield well
understood 'the politics of concrete' - he made sure that
the city railway included the spurs necessary to expedite
future extensions. After nearly 50 years two never-used
platforms at Town Hall were finally used for the Eastern
Suburbs rail way in 1979; a similar pair of platforms at St
James still await their awakening.
Despite its title, this book is not primarily about
Bradfield - it is about that sample of NSW public works
over 40 years in which Bradfield happened to be involved.
From time to time, remembering his brief, the author
interpolates a few comments that hint at the 'real' Jack
Bradfield. He lived with his family on the North Shore of
Sydney; he helped his children with their homework; he
made clever speeches and, an asset of his own working
class background, he got on well with the bridge workers.
It's not much. Aside from dedication to his profession
no strong personality comes through. Reading between the
lines, or looking at Bradfield's dull designs for
never-realised embellishments to the bridge and railway,
he comes across as ambitious and single-minded rather
than truly imaginative. His pipedreams were bigger than
most, but he is remembered not for that, but rather because
he was in the right place at the right time to see a few of
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them made real. If a decision on the bridge had been made
at the time of the 1908 Royal Commission, Harvey Dare
(Bradfield's superior) could well have been chosen to
build it, and we would not now remember the name of
Bradfield.
This is not the stuff of hagiography, so perhaps it is as
well that Raxworthy has not attempted it.
Other interpretations are possible. Bradfield was
visionary, but within a narrow compass. There is a slightly
sinister aspect to the simplistic lines-on-maps mentality
revealed by the many unbuilt plans for Sydney (by
Bradfield and others) that dot this book. We realise that
people like Bradfield, however well-meaning, were the
ancestors and inspiration of the freeway builders who have
been so widely reviled since the 1970s because of their
insensitivity to the social costs of demolition.
Look at the 1903 plan for the Rocks (not by Bradfield):
total demolition and replacement with a square street grid
of four-storey terraces - Paris without the flair, in its own
way just as appalling as the 1960s plans for total
demolition and replacement with a brave new world of
skyscrapers.
Look at the grand squares and buildings that Bradfield
proposed to embellish the bridge and city railway. They
are an engineer's architecture, a stodgy oversized mixture
on the cusp between 1920s classical revival and 1930s Art
Deco, quite insensitive to the texture of their surroundings
(and, like all architectural perspectives, they have an
inhuman neatness rare in the real world). It comes as no
surprise to read that Bradfield also proposed
road-widening schemes involving the demolition of the
Town Hall, St Andrews Cathedral, the Queen Victoria
Building and Sydney Hospital. There is no place for small
things in these schemes - no shade trees or fruit stalls.
With hindsight we may be thankful that most of
Bradfield's visions for Sydney were never built.
The Unreasonable Man is the fifth book in an occasional
series with public works themes prepared by the History
Project of the NSW Public Works Department. In editorial
matters it follows the high standards of its predecessors.
It is pitched (mostly) at the interested lay person, yet will
also be an authoritative source for the more serious
historian. The style is smooth and discreet; the historic
pictures are a treat (though the absence of dates on many
of them is annoying); references are thorough and the
bibliography has lots to entice readers interested in the
history of NSW public works or urban planning more
generally.
Geoff Dawson
Canberra
G.J. Drew and J.B. Connell, Cornish Beam Engines in
South Australian Mines, Department of Mines and Energy,
Adelaide, 1993; pp.192, $29.95.
ISBN 0 7308 2326 1.
South Australia was the last of the Australian colonies to
be settled by Europeans, the only one of them founded on
free enterprise, and the first to establish a mineral industry.
The population that established this curious colony was
unlike that in any other part of Australia, rural rather than
urban in origin, with a high proportion of dissenting
protestants from the West Country. They were people who
knew what lead and copper ore looked like, and had a
social and economic structure which enabled them to
exploit it intelligently when they saw it. Within only a few
years they were writing home for the archetypal tool of the
Industrial Revolution, the steam engine, in the form of the
great low pressure engine with its reciprocating beam
which had been pumping water from the copper mines of
Cornwall for two generations.
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Between 1848 and 1888, 33 Cornish enginehouses were
built on South Australian mine sites. They were very
different mines: the legendary Burra which returned its
shareholders an average of 300% interest on their capital
every year for seventeen years; failures such as Burrawing
and Karkulto which are now forgotten; Worthing which
was probably only a stock exchange fraud, but has the
oldest surviving enginehouse of all; and Moonta and
Wallaroo Mines, as deep as Mount Isa and as productive
as Mount Morgan. From the mid-nineteenth century until
1923 there was never a day or night when beam engines
with their slow sighing stroke were not draining the mines
somewhere in South Australia. Eight of the masonry
enginehouses still stand, but sadly they are hollow shells;
everyone of the engines has long since gone for scrap.
This book is a history of the 75- year career of those great
machines in South Australia. It is a technical book, written
by an engineer and a geologist, and it has its fair share of
terms like 'clack valve', 'flat rods' and 'scoggins', which
some readers will find daunting. But it vividly evokes the
spirit of these 'gentle monsters' as the book calls them,
huge and powerful, but mute and benign, with the same
fascination for us today as elephants or dinosaurs. And it
preserves something of the almost medieval awe of the
Cornish miners to whom a steam winding engine was a
'fire whim', but who also had the larrikin cheek to call an
equilibrium valve an 'Uncle Abram valve'.
Jack Connell is a combustion engineer who made the
study of Cornish engines his passion and is now one of the
foremost authorities on the subject. In 1990 he won an
Australian Heritage Award for his work on conservation
of industrial sites in South Australia. Greg Drew has been
the force behind the South Australian Department of
Mines and Energy's very impressive interpretation work
on historic mine sites in recent years, and its range of
published books and brochures on mining history.
The one criticism that can be made of the book is that it
has missed an opportunity: while it deals comprehensively
with South Australia, it would have required only a little
more effort to make it the definitive work on the topic in
Australasia as a whole. The 33 enginehouses built in South
Australia were probably 85% of the total. There were only
about six others: Cadia in New South Wales, Kawau Island
in New Zealand, the Duke of Cornwall mine at
Fryerstown, the Duke and Timor at Maryborough, and two
on the Berry Deep Lead at Creswick, all in Victoria. These
are all well documented by researchers. It would have been
more satisfying for the reader to have wrapped IIp the
whole task, and not stopped at the State border.
For South Australia the book is definitive; no-one will
ever write a better one on the same subject. Every engine
is here, its size, its date, its cost. The book deals with every
aspect of the era: the invention and development of the
technology, the different types of beam engine, their
operation and efficiency, the boilers that powered them,
how they were transported and erected, and the engi neers
who did the work. It then gives a historical account and a
detailed description of the physical remains on ever y site
where a beam engine stood. Appendixes and a glossary
pull the engines apart and explain their details. The book
is copiously illustrated with plates and line drawings on
almost every page. Most of the line drawings of the present
state and the likely reconstructions of enginehouses are by
Jack Connell and never previously published. To pay only
$30 for this book feels almost like stealing it.
Peter Bell
State Heritage Branch
South AuslTalia

1. Flood, The Riches of Ancient Australia: An
Indispensable Guide for Exploring Prehistoric Australia,
University of Queensland Press, 1990, reprinted with
revisions 1993; pp.xxi, 373,112 figs, $32.95.
ISBN 702222593.
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With a reprinting within two years of its initial pu blication
it would seem that Josephine Flood's latest book to
popularise Aboriginal Australian prehistory is well set to
substantiating the claim made in the sub-title (by its
publisher rather than by its author?). But does it really
measure up?
Certainly Dr Flood is ideally qualified to produce this,
the first attempt at a comprehensive published guide to the
prehistoric art and archaeological sites of Australia. Until
her recent resignation, she was Assistant Director and
Head of the Aboriginal Environment Section of the
Australian Heritage Commission which has supported the
publication of her guide and whose Register of the
National Estate - to which Dr Flood has contributed in no
small way - has provided the data base for those sites
described in detail. The book is straightforwardly
organised into three introductory chapters titled
respectively, 'Do the Right Thing!', 'Introduction to
Australian Prehistory' and 'Introduction to Australian
Rock Art', followed by another eighteen forming the core
gazetteer. As one would expect from the author of
Archaeology of the Dreamtime, the introductory material
offers a sober and up-to-date summary in broad outline and
her comments on, for example, the age of Australian
rock-art, are sensibly even-handed in view of current
conflicting views on dating methods, although AMS
radiocarbon dating of organic matter as reviewed recently
by Alan Watchman (in Antiquity 67, March 1993,58-65)
might have rated a mention.
Strictly, of course, this is not a comprehensive guide
nor is it so intended to be. A certain unevenness of cover
is inevitable, particularly in the light of the author's desire
not to offend Aboriginal sensibilities with regard to burials
and sites of secret-sacred significance, though the recent
restitution and reburial controversy over Kow Swamp
surely rated a mention (see p.229). Rock art out-weighs
the less spectacular occupation sites as it must do and
anyone and everyone can quibble at another's selection of
key sites. The omission of non-Aboriginal or historic (=
post-I788) sites is reasonable enough but culture-contact
sites are also virtually excluded save for some telling
examples of, again, rock art (e.g. Fig. 5.5). Also, it would

seem that to omit, for example, from the far north Port
Essington and from the far south-east the Kurnell area in
general and Captain Cook's Landing Place and its Visitor
Centre in particular is unhelpful for readers of this book,
potential visitors to both.
It is perhaps in terms of general user-friendliness that
this basically well-intentioned and certainly laboriously
researched book succeeds less well than as a general
description of a very considerable range of sites.
Locations are obviously given but by and large readers
who wish to use this book as a travel guide will have to do
their own considerable research. This is not a Baedeker let
alone Rough Guide to Australian prehistory and intending
visitors do not get much orienteering assistance.
Perso~ally I do not believe in a heavily proscriptive policy
with regard to public access; as always the key is
education, a principle that by and large our State
authorities are not particularly good at putting into
practice. In any case, as off-the-road travel increases and
overseas tourism is, quite rightly, more and more directed
towards the importance of the visible antiquities of the
First Australians, an exponential increase in visitor
demand is inevitable and must be catered for. Few major
and even fewer minor sites have adequate and appropriate
signage or an indication of where relevant further
information or material may be viewed. Thus, Flood's
omission of virtually all museums and Aboriginal
keeping-places is particularly unfortunate and for
someone who is obviously anxious to encourage a
responsible and informed public, the lack of clear
information on whether access to sites is general or
restricted again is a pity.
But future editions, which will surely be required,
should be able to rectify some if not all of my adverse
criticisms. And if such a task requires Jo Flood to return
again and again to Australia from her beloved Welsh
mountains that can only be to the advantage of not only
the public face of Aboriginal prehistory which she has
served so well and for so long but also of all those,
Australian and non-Australians, who increasingly are
concerned with viewing and preserving Australia's
Heritage.
J. V.S. Megaw
Visual Arts & Archaeology
The Flinders University of South Australia
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